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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by tliis International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. HH (^^^^ applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets contaiaing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

^ , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). ^ 
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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Box No. I 
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Box No. II 
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Box No. m 
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Box No. IV 




Box No. V 




Box No. VI 
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Box No. VII 
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Box No. VIII 



Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
. citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/010820 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation fiimished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55 .2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the mternational application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

1^ The international application as originally ftled/fumished 
I I the description: 

pages » ^ originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the claims: 

pages » ^ originally filed/fiimished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* ^ received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the drawings: 

pages > as ori^nally filed/fiimished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages . 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipec/jSi^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): , 



4^ Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages . 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 



I I the sequence listing ftpecOSi^: 

[ I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claim 


2 


YES 




Claims 


1. 3,4 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-4 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-4 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Document 1 : 
Document 2: 
Document 3: 
Document 4: 
document 5: 
Document 6: 
Document?: 
Documents: 
Docxmient 9: 
Document 10: 
Document 11: 
Document 12; 
Document 13 



JP 2001-31528 A (Mandom Corp.) February 6, 2002 (Family: none) 

JP 2000-302678 A (Kabushika Kaisha Kuressendo Corp.) October 31, 2000 

JP 7-2677 A (Toyo Seito Kabushiki Kaisha) January 6, 1995 (Family: none) 

JP 2000-201650 A (Kyowa Hakko Kogyo Co., Ltd.) July 25, 2000 family: none) 

PlantaMedica, 1989, Vol. 55, No. 6, pp. 569-570 

PlantaMedica, 1991, Vol. 57, No. 2, pp. 176-180 

ActaPharm. Nord, 1992, Vol. 4, No. 3, pp. 159-166 

JP 2000-103718 A (Pola Chemical Industries, Inc.) April 11, 2000 (Family: none) 
JP 59-116211 A (Pola Chemical Industries, Inc.) July 5, 1984 (Family: none) 
JP 5-139938 A (Pola Chemical Industries, Inc.) June 8, 1993 (Family: none) 
JP 2001-220320 A (Mandom Corp.) August 14, 2001 (Family: none) 
Food Processing, 2001, Vol. 36, No. 9, pp. 58-61 
Natural Medicines, 1998, Vol. 52, No. 3, pp. 218-225 



Docimients 1-13 were cited in the international search report. 

Document 8 states tiiat "Mitsuba Hamago" (Vitex trifolia cv. Purpurea) ["Mankeishi" (Vitex 
rotundifolia)] which acts on the bodily fluids, promotes the growth of hair, and therefore the 
inventions of claims 1, 3, and 4 lack novelty and an inventive step. 

Document 1 describes the use of 'TMekonohige" (Orthosiphon aristatus) as a hair tonic; docxmients 
2-4 describe the use of flavonoids as an oral hair tonic; and documents 5 and 6 state that plants of the 
Orthosiphon family contain flavonoids. In addition, documents 10 and 1 1 describe the use of Vitex 
trifolia cv. Purpurea as a hair tonic. Docxmient 8 describes the use of Vitex trifolia cv. Purpurea as an 
oral medication acting on the bodily fluids that has a hair growth promotmg effect. Document 10 
describes the use of "Ninjinboku" (Vitex cannabifolia) as a hair tonic, and documents 12 and 13 state 
that Vit&c cannabifolia contains flavonoids as its active ingredient. Furthermore, the Specification 
presents no specific data showing that Vitex trifolia cv. Purpurea and Vitex cannabifolia have any 
pronounced effect. As a residt, based on the descriptions in documents 2-4 and 8-13, the inventions of 
clsdms 1-4 are obvious to persons skilled in the art. Therefore, the inventions of claims 1-4 lack an 
inventive step. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



JP 2003-26594 A 

[EX] 
JP 2003-221315 A 

[EX] 



Publication date 
(day/montlt/year) 



29.01.2003 



05.08.2003 



Filing date 
(day/monihfyear) 



09.07.2001 



25.01.2002 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/monthfyear) 



2. Non-mitten disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/morMyear) 
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